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The year has started well and it is already evident that this 
is not only the golden anniversary of the Special Libraries As- - 
sociation, but also a red letter year for the Picture Division. 
Projects are progressing and plans for the convention are forn- 

-ing rapidly. Mildred Joy, Chief Librarian, National Broadcast- 
ing Company, is our Division's 50th Anniversary Chairman. 


Remember that all members of the Picture Division are inter- 
ested in what you and your library are doing. Share your expe- 
riences, your discoveries, your ideas with us through the pages 
of PICTURESCOPE, Let the editor know what you are doing to make 
this a truly outstanding year. Plan now to climax your year 
with a trip to Atlantic City in June. 


- Mrs. Alice P. Hook, Chairman 
_ PROM THE ARCHIVIST 


The Archives of the Picture Division needs and appeals to you 
for your support in order to expand and develop a well-rounded 
record of our growth. We need past, present and future material. 
Please collect, and in the future, save at least one copy of all 
reports, write-ups, minutes of group activities, elections, cor- 
respondence, publicity, etc. Send them to me, address below. 


We lack coverage of the 1958 Chicago Convention. Do you have 
copies of the 1953 and 1954 issues of PICTURESCOPE to donate to 
the Archives? The Washington, D. C. Picture Group folder is 
practically empty; it should have its history represented. 


It may interest you to know that we are having the Albert 
Berger Company bind PICTURESOOPE, with each year in a separate 
volume. The first five volumes have been bound and make a hand- 
some record. 


- Louise Leak, Division Archivist 
Picture Collection, WN. ¥. Public Library 
42nd St. & Fifth Ave., N. Y. 18, New York 
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The final business meeting of the Washington, D.C. Picture 
Group for 1957-1958 was held in the Library of the American 
Institute of Architects' Octagon House on June 3rd. Joe Doan 
Thomas, National Archives, was elected chairman; Eleanor 
Mitchell, People to People Program, vice-chairman; and Virginia 
Daiker, Library of Congress, secretary-treasurer. 


An unscheduled summer meeting was held August 7th in the 
Whittall Pavilion of the Library of Congress for a showing of 
the film, "The True Story of the Civil War," produced by Camera 
Eye. Pictures’ of California under the direction of Louis 
Stroumen. The film, accompanied by a narrative spoken: by 
Raymond Massey, was made from photographs taken during the war 
and from contemporary lithographs and wood engravings, many of 
which came from the collections of the Prints and Photographs 
Division of LC and from the National Archives' Brady Collection. 
The film is of special interest to picture librarians in that it 
shows how effectively still pictures can be used to create an 
illusion of life and action. 

- Alice Lee Parker 
Library of Congress 
NEW YORK GROUP 


The third meeting of the 1957-1958 season was held March 19 
at the New York Times. After dinner in the Times dining room, 
members gathered in the lounge for an open discussion of prob- 
lems they meet in their daily picture work. Topics ranged from 
the photo-reproduction of pictorial material (methods rather 
than copyright difficulties) to the keeping of circulation 
records. On the latter subject, Gene Hoyt of Dell Publishing 
Company was particularly informative, describing the rather 
special methods used in his department. Storage problems, 
picture sources and research methods were other topics. The 
question of how to allow for expansion of subject headings 
within classification schemes was brought up for discussion. 
The NYPL Picture Collection's method was described by Molli 
Ochab. 


The final meeting of the season, held at the National Broad- 
casting Company on May 8 featured the election of officers for 
1958-1959: Pearl Moeller, Museum of Modern Art, chairman; 
Richard Farrar, NBC, vice-chairman; Wanda Manton, Culver Service, 
secretary. 


William Sloan, Film Librarian, Donnell Library (NYPL), showed 
three short documentary films: “The True Story of the Civil War"; 
"Echo of an Era", showing New York at the turn of the century and 


the planning and building of the Sixth Avenue Elevated (mainly from 
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color lithographs); and "The Day Manolete Was Killed" depicting 
in still photographs the life and tragic death of the famous 
bullfighter. 


A sample of Colortech's new "animated imagery" process (see 
PICTURESCOPE VOL. VI #1, p. 7) was shown by H. M. Ch'en of 
Colortech Films, Inc. This process may have revolutionary im- 
plications in the making of moving picture cartoons, comparable 
to those of automation in industry, as it eliminates the need 
for the usual thousands of handmade drawings. Mr. Ch'en empha- 
sized that the process did away only with the drudgery and that 
the creative role of the artist was at least as important as 
with traditional methods. 

- Molli Ochab 
New York Public Library 


NAMES OF PROSPECTIVE MEMBERS SOUGHT 


I should greatly appreciate it if every member of the Picture 
Division would send me at least one name of a person who may be 
interested in joining. I have information about SLA and the 
Division which I will be happy to send, and a willingness to 
send it ... the only thing I am short on is names of prospects. 
All names falling under this category should be sent to me at 
Dell Publishing Company, 750 Third Avenue, New York 17, New York. 

- C. Eugene Hoyt 
Membership Chairman 


CHICAGO, JUNE 1958 - A CONVENTION REPORT 


A thunderstorm over the city greeting SLA delegates in 
Chicago for the 49th Annual Convention, could not dampen the 
warmth of the reception tendered by the Illinois Chapter members 
at an open house on Sunday, June 8, 1958, at Hotel Sherman. The 
seventeen Picture Division members who were present were joined 
at most meetings by members of the Advertising, Museum, Newspaper, 
and Publishing Divisions. 


On Monday June 9, after luncheon at the charming old-fashioned 
Germania Club, a tour of the Chicago Historical Society Library 
and its Print Department attracted a large group. Margaret 
Scriven, the Librarian, and Mrs. Paul Rhymer were guides for this 
visit. While concentrated on Chicago and the Old Northwest, the 
Society's collection is broader than its name would imply, taking 
all American historical development for its province. For in- 
stance, it has excellent California material; a John Brown col- 


lection; Civil War uniforms, both Union and Confederate; metal 
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tags worn by slaves. Handbills, notices, ephemera from street 
corners and saloons are found here, as well as circus posters 
and a large well-kept map collection. Miss Scriven explained 
certain map and poster preservation methods. 


CHICAGO PHOTO PROJECT 


Mrs. Rhymer described the Chicago Project for Historical 
Photography sponsored jointly by the Society and the Chicago 
Area Camera Clubs Association. The project, now in its llth 
year, has 6,000 photographic prints. Glossy 8x10 prints, 
properly captioned and accompanied by an official entry record, 
may be submitted by Camera Club members. Judging of prints 
takes place at stated intervals. One evening a month the Librar- 
ian works on the project with Camera Club committee heads. 


The purpose of the project is to record contemporary Chicago 
and the nearby area in pictures: important buildings, typical 
homes (interiors and exteriors), activities of all kinds - 
parades, expositions, street and beach scenes, sports, transpor- 
tation - all are important - anything that shows how people live 
today. There is a system of individual and club awards, and 
exhibitions of accepted prints are held. Both the photographer 
and the Society are mentioned in a credit line when prints are 
used for publication. While emphasis is on the documentary and 
factual, pictorial quality is not neglected. Photographs accepted 
in the CACCA project are filed in the Society's Library under 
thirty subject headings, many very broad, such as Buildings 
(subdivided by use), some quite specific, such as Fort Dearborn, 
Union Stockyards. A complete list may be obtained from Mrs. 
Rhymer. 


SOURCES PANEL 


The Picture Sources Panel, at Hotel Sherman, on Monday evening, 
included Frank E. Fenner, picture editor of Childcraft, Betty 
Hale, Mrs. Hook, and Mrs. Helen Faye, moderator. Jean Wesner, 
Chairman of SLA Non-Serial Publications, and Mary L. Allison, 
editor of Special Libraries, were present. Reporting on the 
Directory of Still Picture Sources, Mrs. Faye stated that eleven 
main types of picture collections will be included: historical, 
state and local organizations, health and welfare, ethnic groups, 
foreign governments, commerce and industry (including transpor- 
tation), art libraries (probably exclusive of museums that have 
only pictures of objects in their own collections), music, agri- 
culture and botany, commercial agencies, national archives. 
General picture collections in public libraries would not be 
included. 
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Interlibrary loan procedures and ways to request pictures 
were discussed. Suggestions included the following: be 
definite, give all possible information, state exactly what you 
need to have illustrated, state what you have already found. 
Charges for prints, lending policies for rare materials, making 
clear that copyright responsibility rests with the borrower, 
charges for damages to pictures and methods of getting pictures 
back were other topics. It was recommended that a standard 
routine for requesting pictures be established comparable to 
that followed in requesting books from libraries. 


Asked to enumerate sources he had used as picture editor of 
Childcraft and as former picture editor of World Book Encyclopedia, 
Mr. Fenner listed public relations offices of firms, yellow pages 
of the phone book, U. S. Government Manual, Book of the States, 
Thomas' Register (illustrations therein are handy also), Europa 
and Orbis, American Art Directory, Readers' Guide, Who's Who 
(for portraits write direct to individual), Foreign Commerce 
Department of U. S. Chamber of Commerce (publishes Foreign 
Commerce Sources). He occasionally had pictures taken by a 
professional photographer when the subject was rare or difficult 
to obtain. 























Proceedings of the Annual Business Meeting held Tuesday morn- 
ing, June 10, were printed in PICTURESCOPE, VOL. VI #2, August, 
1958. 


Luncheon with members of the Advertising and Publishing 
Divisions at the W. F. Hall Publishing Company at noon Tuesday 
was followed by a tour of the company's vast printing plant on 
Chicago's West Side. Here in a fantastic operation are produced 
millions of national magazines, pocket-size paperbacks, mail 
order catalogs, and other long-run orders. Ecclesiastical 
periodicals roll from the same presses that print notorious pulp 
magazines. Printing is done in one to five colors. The rotary 
press room is one of the largest in the world. The visitor is 
impressed by the huge supplies of paper and ink, machines that 
perform unbelievable tasks, great binderies, and mailing lists 
so long that both the U. S. Post Office and the Railway Express 
Company occupy offices within Hall plant. 


From here the group traveled to the Johnson Publishing Company. 
The stained glass windows of the firm's building on South Michigan 
Avenue recall its earlier use as a funeral parlor. There are about 
100 employees here where Tan, Hue, Ebony, and other periodicals are 
produced. The librarian, Mrs. Doris E. Saunders was hostess, and 
Basil Phillips, who is in charge of the picture files, guided 
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visitors through his department. Clippings, photographs, and 
negatives are handled by Mr. Phillips and one assistant. Nega- 
tives are kept with the prints in the Personalities files. Sub- 
ject headings are very specific - a quick glance at "H" in the 
file revealed Hands, Harlem Globe Trotters, Haunted houses, 
Headless chicken, Hearts. Afterwards the group was served cock- 
tails and a sumptuous buffet prepared in the firm's test kitchen. 


A tour of Field Enterprises, located in the Merchandise Mart, 
concluded the afternoon. The chief duties of the more than 25 
librarians who staff the library here are to answer questions 
from persons whose purchase of the various Field encyclopedias 
entitles them to this service. 


Editor's note: This report is based chiefly on notes made by 
Franziska Gay Schacht.’ John C. Larsen furnished the material on 
the Picture Sources Panel, and Mrs. Alice P. Hook contributed 
useful comments. The editor wishes to thank these devoted mem- 
bers for their assistance. - M.H.B. 


CONVENTION PERSONALITIES 


As was to be expected the Middle West had a strong representa- 
tion in Chicago: Division convention coordinator, Wayne Hartwell 
and Mrs. Doris E. Saunders from the convention city; Agnes 
Henebry, Decatur, Illinois; Mrs. Alice P. Hook and Catherine M. 
Kilcoyne, Cincinnati; Forrest Alter, from Flint, Michigan and 
John C. Larsen from Lansing; Duane R. Day, Minneapolis and 
Marjory Douglas from St. Louis. 


Edgar Breitenbach came from Washington, D. C., and eight New 
York City members were there, Mrs. Caroline H. Backlund, Mrs. 
Helen Faye, Gerritt Fielstra, Betty Hale, Mildred Joy, Franziska 
Gay Schacht, Charles Stolberg, and Matthew Redding. Eileen 
Morash of Ottawa was our lone Canada delegate. Among guests at 
various sessions were Robert Diehl, Detroit and Thomas V. Hull 
of American Legion National Headquarters, Indianapolis. 


Wayne Hartwell did a superb job as toastmaster.at the Associa- 
tion Banquet. To him and Mrs. Hook, the Division's gratitude for 
program arrangements. A brief report by Dr. Breitenbach on 
Division activities in Chicago appeared in the June 16 issue of 
the LC Information Bulletin. (Dr. B's and LC's speed puts one 
editor to shame!) Mrs. Caroline Backlund was unable to reach 
Chicago until 7 p.m. Monday, arriving breathless after being 
excused at noon that day as a possible witness in a murder trial. 


A dramatic and solemn moment at the Hall Publishing Company when, 
above the noise of the machines, came the words, " Our Cardinal 
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is dead"; Samuel Cardinal Stritch had died that day in Rome. 
* % * 


TWO FRENCH PHOTOGRAPHIC ARCHIVES 


I. Touring Club de France. An excellent and interesting collec- 
tion of pictures and photographic material is located in Paris at 
a well-known travel organization, the Touring Club de France. 

This well established society, organized in 1890, is located just 
beyond the famous Arch of Triumph at 65 Avenue de la Grande-Armée. 





As one can well imagine, visual material can be among the most 
important holdings of any travel society. This French Touring 
Club has built up such a collection during its many years of 
service, and the material is used constantly by members of the 
association and by persons interested in travel. 


There is an excellent collection of maps, both old and modern. 
These are not all road maps. There are maps showing sources of 
all rivers and streams, marine maps containing coastal areas and 
surrounding waters, and geological maps. For modern highway guides, 
there are thousands of Michelin maps of France and foreign countries. 


The photographic laboratory and the photographic archives are 
complete and up-to-date. In the laboratory, reproductions can be 
made of both pictures and text from newspapers and periodicals. 


The photographic archives contain an astounding collection of 
250,000 photographs, 120,000 negative films, 50,000 projection 
slides, 25,000 stereopticon views, 200 moving picture films, and 
250,000 postcards. The collection is classified by subject mat- 
ter and geographical region. Each different type of visual aid 
is kept in a separate system of files so that one can locate a 
film, postcard, slide or any type desired. There is an interest- 
ing collection of printed lectures with accompanying projection 
slides. 


Americans will be interested to know that the archives and 
club are open not only to members, but also to anyone wishing 
information for travel and study. The club is glad also to co- 
operate in the services of its photographic laboratory. 


II. National Geographic Institute. The National Geographic 
Institute of Paris, founded at the end of the eighteenth century, 
1s located at 35 Boulevard des Invalides. Its library holdings 
are dedicated to the fields of geography, cartography, astronomy, 


topography, geology and all the graphic arts. Until] 1887 it was 
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a war depository, and then until 1940 it served as a library for 
the geographical service of the army. 


The photographic archives are in an annex at 1l rue de la 
Faisanderie, Paris 16. ‘The official name of this annex is Centre 
de Documentation Photographie Aerienne. It is part of the 
National Geographic Institute, and is controlled by it. Reference 
and consultation service is open to the public, and there is a 
reproduction service. 


Another annex to the fnstitute is the Map Archive, 140 rue 


de Grenelle, Paris 7. 


he photographic center in the rue de la Faisanderie contains 
a collection of 375,000 aerial photographs. ‘The sources of these 
photographs are as follows: 

1. Those taken by the geographic service of the army or by 
the Geographic Institute itself. 

2. The original negatives (or copies) of all aerial photo- 
graphs taken by the “Services Publiques" in France and 
throughout the French Union. The deposit of these nega- 
tives at this center was made obligatory by Article 4 of 
the decree of May 29, 1945. 

3. Photographs taken by the Allies during the war years 1939- 
1945. There are more than 100,000 photographs in this 
collection. 


Serpe epee nee 


ECR oT 


This large photographic collection increases each year through 
the deposits of the "Services Publiques" and the pictures made by 
the Institute itself. A brochure is published every three months 
which lists all the new acquisitions of the library as well as 
those of the documentary centers of the two annexes. 


All photographs are classified by photographic missions; each 
catalog card has detailed description with a list of photographs 
contained in the mission. 





~ Neil H. Graham, Huntingdon College 
Montgomery, Alabama. 


Editor's note: Dr. Graham, who is head of the Modern Language 
Department at Huntingdon, was a consultant with UNESCO in Paris, 
assisting with the preparation of a Paris library guide. 

BYRON COLLECTION 


Grace M. Mayer's Once Upon a City has received glowing reviews 
everywhere. At the moment PICTURESCOPE cannot promise the full- 
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dress treatment this work deserves. Readers are referred to 
Amory Cleveland's review in the New York Times Book Review, 
September 21, 1958, p.7. The New Yorker (September 13, 1958, 
pp. 35-36) has an article on Percy Byron entitled "P.c." 








GLASS PLATE NEGATIVES AVAILABLE 


About 25,000 glass plate negatives from a small town photo 
studio in Wisconsin are available for freight and packing charges. 
This lot should yield good negatives of the period 1890-1910, 
portrait and group types. For further information write to Paul 
Vanderbilt, State Historical Society, Madison, Wisconsin. 


CIGAR BOX LABELS 


The Special Collections Department of the Columbia University 
Library has received a collection of 71 box labels from the 
Eastern Colortype Corporation, Clifton, New Jersey. The labels, 
patented between 1904 and 1921, reflect a variety of advertising 
appeals. 


MICHIGANIA 


From Geneva Kebler of the Michigan Historical Commission's 
Archives staff comes the program of a recent exhibition of original 
manuscripts documenting early Michigan history. Picture acquisi- 
tions of the Archives have recently averaged 250 glossy prints 
(8x10) per month. Dr. Philip Mason, formerly the Commission's 
archivist, and now archivist at Wayne State University, has just 
completed the fourth of a series of filmstrips depicting the 
Michigan scene. This one is devoted to Michigan in the Civil War. 


WESTERN AMERICANA ON BROADWAY 


Archives of the real Wild West, housed in a second-floor office 
at 1165 Broadway, New York, are described by Meyer Berger in his 
"About New York" column (New York Times, October 13, 1958, p.34). 
It is the Pawnee Bill Archives, maintained by Allen L. Rock, an 
advertising man, who was promotion manager for Pawnee Bill (G. 

W. Lillie, 1860-1942) thirty years ago. 


The collection includes 2,000 volumes on the West, vast numbers 
of photographs of "bad men and law men and Indians", Wild West 
Show posters, Indian Agency records, newspapers, dime novels, medi- 
cine show literature, and Pawnee Bill's correspondence. Mr. Rock 
feels that the main use of the Archives is to keep the frontier 


record straight and to help avoid the inaccuracies and distortions 
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found in too many literary and pictorial representations of the 
West. 


"EMPIRE, EMPIRE" 


This is the most frequent current request in the NYPL Picture 
Collection, according to an article by Sanka Knox, called "Fashions 
Live Forever in Wardrobe of Pictures" (New York Times, August 30, 
1958, p. 12). "A picture never dies" is the theme of this presen- 
tation of the organization and use of these tremendous files. 


LINCOLN PROGRAM 


The National Broadcasting Company is planning a special 
Abraham Lincoln program for February 1959, the 150th anniversary 
of the 16th President's birth. According to Josephine Cobb, 
this promises to be something unusual for television viewers. It 
will be made up entirely from contemporary still photographs, wood- 
cuts, lithographs and engravings with a few original works of art. 


OBIT: David J. Goodman 


An expert in filmstrips used as visual aids in education, David 
J. Goodman died August 20, 1958 at the age of 45. Dr. Goodman, 
who was president of the filmstrip firm that bears his name,served 
as specialist in pictorial teaching in the Army Air Forces during 
World War II. Before that he had supervised an audio-visual pro- 
ject for the New York City Board of Education. 


At New York University, from which he received B.A., M.A., and 
Ph.D. degrees, he investigated the comparative effectiveness of 
pictorial aids in teaching elementary school pupils. He found the 
silent motion picture the most effective means, while silent filnm- 
strips and slides "took a close second position." Sound motion 
pictures proved least effective of the four media studied. All, 
however, were found to aid in the learning process. — 





IMPORTANT NEWS FROM LONDON; Hulton Picture Post. Library Sold. 


The Hulton Picture Post Library, unique in its organization 
and comprehensiveness, was purchased recently by the British 
Broadcasting Corporation. The details of this sale are still 
surrounded by a general hush-hush and correspondence abroad has 
yielded no further information than that the library will con- 
tinue without much change. Prints will still be available on, 
a sale or rental basis. However, the name of this major picture 
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library is changed to Radio Times Hulton Picture Library. It is 
still housed at its old address, Hulton House, London E.C. 4. 


We quote from a story on the library by B.B.C. reporter Douglas 
Brown as reprinted in The Listener, August 21, 1958: "The main 
impression, the main thing that stands out in your mind after a 
visit to this library, is the way the camera has transformed the 
study of history. Before photography, many problems of history 
had to be resolved by intelligent speculation. But, for the last 
100 years at least, it has given us an accurate and vivid record 
of nearly all facets of life. This library is, indeed, the history 
of our times in what may well be called the idion of our times." 





WE SEE THAT: 


WAYNE HARTWELL served as elections chairman at the 

1958 convention of the American Library Association . . . BEAUMONT 
NEWHALL, curator of the George Eastman House, Rochester, New York, 
has been named director succeeding the late Oscar N. Solbert ... 
MOLLI OCHAB (NYPL), the New York Group's reporter, sailed on the 
Ile de France September 27 for Paris and London, returning November 
7 . ..». ELEANOR J. POTTER (Detroit Public Library), is chairman- 
elect of the Michigan Chapter of SLA. Assisted by JOHN C. LARSEN 
(Michigan State Library) she now edits the Chapter bulletin... 


PICTURE LIBRARIANS! 


Have you experienced days of complete frustration lately? Per- 
haps it's because you too have been asked for pictures of oval 
globes. Or maybe the same gentleman has been to see you who dropped 
in on us with his request for pictures of love potions and love 
charms. He must have been successful, for shortly thereafter we 
had two more requests .. . Sleeping Beauty and brass beds. Among 
the more high-flown items with which we have had to deal lately have 
been the jet age, going up, and things implying pressure. Have you 
worn yourselves out looking for pictures of space? Trances? How 
grass grows? The perfect murder? I strongly recommend enlisting 
the aid of a few genii before your minds turn into ruinscapes... 


= M. Ochab 

















FROM THE EDITOR: 


Alice Lee Parker modestly states that not she, but Sheila Parker 
deserves credit for the Division's being able to send the National 
Library of Medicine brochure to PICTURESCOPE readers ... Please note 
the Editor's new address: 143 Melrose Avenue, Albany 3, New York. 

- MHB 








PICTURESCOPE VOL. VI #3 Pp. 28 


PICTURE DIVISION OFFICERS 1958- 1960 
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